U.S. STATE BANKRUPTCY EXEMPTIONS

NOTES:
*All laws cited refer to individual State Codes/Statutes unless otherwise noted.

*If Federal Bankruptcy Exemptions are available in your state, you must choose either state or federal, and you cannot mix exemptions from each.

Alabama State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state)

Homestead

1) Real property or mobile home to $5,000  6-10-2; 

2) Property cannot exceed 160 acres (husband & wife may double). 6-10-2.

Personal Property 

1) Clothing needed, 6-10-6;

2) Burial place, 6-10-5; 

3) Church pew, 6-10-5; 

4) Family portraits or pictures, 6-10-6; 

5) Books, 6-10-6;

Insurance 

1) Disability proceeds or avails to an average of $250 per month, 27-14-31; 

2) Life insurance proceeds or avails if beneficiary is wife of insured, 27-14-29; 

3) Life insurance proceeds or avails if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 27-15-26; 

4) Mutual aid association benefits, 27-30-25;

5) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 27-34-27; 

6) Annuity proceeds or avails to $250 per month, 27-14-32; 

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) State employees, 36-27-28; 

2) Teachers, 16-25-23.

3) Judges (only payments being received), 12-18-10(a),(b); 

4) Law enforcement officers, 36-21-77; 

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Unemployment compensation, 25-4-140; 

2) Workers’ compensation, 25-5-86(b);

3) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 38-4-8; 

4) Coal miners’ pneumoconiosis benefits, 25-5-179; 

5) Crime victim’s compensation, 15-3-15(e).

Miscellaneous 

1) Property of business partnership, 10-8-72(b)(3); 

2) Equipment that state military personnel are required to keep, 31-2-78; 

3) 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 6-10-7;

4) $3,000 of any personal property, except life insurance (In re Morris, 30 B.R. 392 (N.D. Ala. 1983)), 6-10-6.

Alaska State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead

$54,000 in principal residence, whether single or multiple owners, but subject 
to certain liens; proceeds also exempt located in Alaska for 6 months. 


Insurance 

Disability benefits. Fraternal benefit society benefits. Insurance proceeds for 
personal injury, to extent wages exempt (bankruptcy judge may authorize a greater amount 
Insurance proceeds for wrongful death, to extent wages are exempt. Life insurance annuity 
or contract loan value to $10,000. Life insurance proceeds if beneficiary is insured's spouse 
or dependent, to extent wages exempt. Medical, surgical or hospital benefits. 


Miscellaneous 

Property of business partnership. Alimony, to the extent wages are exempt. 
Child support payments made by a collection agency. Permits for limited entry into Alaska 
Fisheries. Certain liquor licenses and limited entry permits are exempt. 


Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Tax qualified retirement plans (including IRA's and 
Keogh's) are exempt to the extent contributions made more than 120 days prior to 
bankruptcy; all teachers' or public employees' retirement plans benefits exempt; other 
Pensions and Retirement Benefits and Retirement Benefits and related benefits exempt to 
extent wages are exempt. 


Personal Property • Books, musical instruments, clothing, family portraits, household goods 
& heirlooms to $3,000. Building materials. Burial Plot. Health Aids needed. 
Jewelry to $1000. Motor vehicle to $3,000; vehicle's market value can't exceed $20,000 
Personal injury recoveries, to extent wages exempt. Pets to $1,000. Proceeds for lost, 
damaged or destroyed exempt property. Wrongful death recoveries to extent wages exempt 


Public Benefits • Adult assistance to the elderly, blind, disabled. AFDC. Alaska longevity 
bonus. Crime victims' compensation. Federally exempt public benefits paid or due. 
General relief assistance. 45% of permanent fund dividends. Tuition credits under an 
advance college tuition payment contract. Unemployment compensation. Worker's 
Compensation. 


Tools of trade • $2,800 in implements/professional books/tools is exempt. 


Wages • $350 of weekly net earnings generally exempt; $1,400/mo. in "liquid assets" for 
debtors not paid weekly/semi•weekly or monthly. Court may increase to $550/week or 
$2,200/mo. for debtor who is sole support of household; may also increase exemption for 
disability or personal injury payments. 


Wild card • none. 


Arizona State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead

1) Real property, an apartment or mobile home you occupy to $100,000, 33-1101;  

2) sale proceeds exempt 18 months after sale or until new home purchased, whichever occurs first (husband & wife may not double), 33-1101; 

3) Must record homestead declaration before attempted sale of home, 33-1102. 

Personal Property (Husband and wife may double all personal property exemptions.)  

1) Motor vehicle to $1,500 ($4,000 if disabled), 33-1125(8); 

2) Bible; bicycle; sewing machine; typewriter; burial plot; rifle, pistol or shotgun to $500 total, 33-1125; 

3) 2 beds & living room chair per person; 1 dresser, table, lamp, bedding per bed; kitchen table; dining room table & 4 chairs (1 more per person); living room carpet or rug; couch; 3 lamps; 3 coffee or end tables; pictures, paintings, drawings created by debtor; family portraits; refrigerator; stove; TV, radio or stereo; alarm clock; washer; dryer; vacuum cleaner to $4,000 total, 33-1123; 

4) Bank deposit to $150 in one account, 33-1126(A)(8); 

5) Books to $250; clothing to 4500; wedding & engagement rings to $1,000; watch to $100; pets, horses, milk cows & poultry to $500; musical instruments to $250; prosthesis, including wheelchair, 33-1125;

6) Food & fuel to last 6 months, 33-1124; 

7) Prepaid rent or security deposit to $1,000 or 1-1/2 times your rent, whichever is less, in lieu of homestead, 33-1126(D); 

8) Proceeds for sold or damaged exempt property, 33-1126(A)(5),(7).

Insurance 
1) Health, accident or disability benefits, 33-1126(A)(4); 

2) Group life insurance policy or proceeds, 20-1132; 

3) Life insurance cash value to $1,000 per dependent ($25,000 total) (Husband & wife may double), 33-1126(A)(6); 

4) Life insurance cash value to $2,000 per dependent ($25,000 total), 20-1131(D); 

5) Life insurance proceeds to $20,000 if beneficiary is spouse or child (husband & wife may double), 33-1126(A)(1).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits deposited more than 120 days before filing bankruptcy, 33-1126(C); 

2) State employees, 38-762.

3) IRAs, (see In re Herrscher, 121 B.R. 29 (D. Ariz. 1990)); 

4) Firefighters, 9-968; Police officers, 9-931; 

5) Public safety personnel, 38-850(C). 

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 23-783; 

2) Welfare benefits, 46-208; 

3) Worker’s compensation, 23-1068.

Tools of Occupation  

1) Tools, equipment, instruments & books (except vehicle driven to work) to $2,500, 33-1130(1); 

2) Farm machinery, utensils, seed, instruments of husbandry, feed, grain & animals to $2,500 total (husband & wife may double), 33-1130(2), 

3) Teaching aids of teacher, 33-1127.

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support needed for support, 33-1126(A)(3); 

2) Minor child’s earnings, unless debt is for child, 33-1126(A)(2); 

3) Property of business partnership, 29-225.

4) 75% of earned but unpaid wages and pension payments; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 33-1131.

Arkansas State Exemptions 
(Federal Bankruptcy exemptions are available in your state. 

Homestead • (you must choose only option 1. or 2.-not both) 1. For head of family; real or personal property used as residence, to an unlimited value, property cannot exceed 1/4 acre in city, town, village, or 80 acres elsewhere. If property is between 1/4-1 acre in city, town or village, or 80-160 acres elsewhere, to $2500; no homestead may exceed 1 acre in city, town or village, or 160 acres elsewhere (husband and wife may not double the homestead exemption) subject to certain liens. 
2. Real or personal property used as residence, to $800 if single; $1250 if married, subject to certain liens. 



Insurance • Annuity contract 
Disability benefits 
Fraternal benefit society benefits 
Group life insurance 
Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary's creditors. 
Life insurance proceeds or avails if beneficiary isn't the insured 
Life, health, accident or disability cash value or proceeds paid or due (limited to the $500 exemption provide by section 9-1 and 9-2 of the Arkansas Constitution Mutual assessments life or disability benefits to $1,000 
Stipulated insurance premiums 



Miscellaneous • Business Partnership Property 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • All federally qualified Pensions and Retirement Benefits 
benefits exempt and certain state employees' Pensions and Retirement Benefits. Contributions to IRA's up to $20,000 per individual or married couple if made more than 1 year prior to filing. 


Personal Property • Burial plot to 5 acres. 
Clothing 
Motor vehicle to $1200 
Wedding bands; any diamond can't exceed 1/2 carat 



Public Benefits • Aid to blind, aged, disabled, AFDC 
Crime victims' compensation unless seeking to discharge debt for treatment of injury incurred during the crime. 
Unemployment compensation 
Worker's Compensation 

Exempt: grants, public aid to elderly, blind, disabled, and aid to dependent children exempt. 


Tools of trade • $750 in implements/books/tools is exempt. 


Wages • $25/wk exempt, plus 60 days' wages if debtor's personal property plus such wages 
do not exceed constitutional maximum exemption. 


Wild card • $500 of any personal property if married or head of family; else $200



California State Exemptions: System 1

(California has two exemption systems and you must select only one. You cannot mix exemptions from both systems. Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Real or personal property you occupy including mobile home, boat, stock cooperative, community apartment, planned development or condo is exempt up to $50,000 if single & not disabled;

2) Exempt up to $75,000 for families if no other member has a homestead (if only one spouse files, may exempt one-half of amount if home held as community property. May exempt all of the amount if home held as tenants in common); 

3) Exempt up to  $100,000 if 65 or older, or physically or mentally disabled; $100,000 if 55 or older, single & earn under $15,000 or married & earn under $20,000 & creditors seek to force the sale of your home; sale proceeds received exempt for 6 months after (husband & wife may not double), 704.710, 704.720, 704.730 In re McFall, 112 B.R. 336 (9th Cir. B.A.P. 1990); 

4) May file homestead declaration, 704.920.

Personal Property 
1) Food, appliances, furnishings, clothing are exempt up to the amount you need, 704.020; 

2) Motor vehicles are exempted to $1,900, or $1,900 in auto insurance proceeds if vehicle(s) lost, damaged, or destroyed (husband and wife may not double), 704.010; 

3) Bank deposits from Social Security Administration are exempt to $2,000 ($3,000 for husband and wife), 704.080; 

4) Building materials to $2,000 to repair or improve home 704.030; 

5) Health aids, 704.050; 

6) Jewelry, heirlooms & art are exempt to $5,000 total 704.040; 

7) Personal injury & wrongful death recoveries needed for support; if receiving installments, at least 75%, 704.140(b),(c),(d), 704.150(b),(c);

8) Burial plot, 704.200.

Insurance 

1) Homeowner’s insurance proceeds for 6 months after receipt exempted up to homestead exemption amount, 704.720(b); 

2) Disability or health declaration, 704.130; 

3) Fraternal unemployment benefits, 704.120; 

4) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, Ins. 10132, Ins. 10170, Ins. 10171; 

5) Matured life insurance benefits needed for support, 704.100(c); 

6) Unmatured life insurance policy loan value to $8,000 (husband & wife may double), 704.100(b).


Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) Public employees, Gov’t 21201; 

2) Private retirement benefits, including IRAs and Keoghs, 704.115; 

3) County employees, Gov’t. 31452; 

4) County firefighters, Gov’t. 32210; 

5) County peace officers, Gov’t. 31913; 

6) Public retirement benefits, 704.110.


Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment benefits, 704.120;

2) Workers’ compensation, 704.160.

3) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 740.170; 

4) Financial aid to students, 704.190; 

5) Union benefits due to labor dispute, 704-120(b)(5).

Miscellaneous 
1) Tools, implements, materials, instruments, uniforms, books, furnishings, equipment, vessel, motor vehicle used in your occupation are exempt up to $5,000 total; to $10,000 total if used by both spouses in same occupation (cannot claim motor vehicle under tools of trade exemption if claimed under motor vehicle exemption), 704.060.

2) Business or professional licenses, 695.060; 

3) Inmates’ trust funds to $1,000 (husband and wife may not double), 704.090; 

4) Property of business partnership, Corp. 15025; 

5) Minimum 75% of wages, 704.070.

California State Exemptions: System 2

Homestead 
1) Real or personal property, including co-op, used as residence is exempt up to $15,000; 

and the unused portion of homestead may be applied to any property, 703.140(b)(1).

Insurance 
1) Life insurance proceeds needed for support of family, 703.140(b)(11)(C); 

2) Disability benefits, 703.140(b)(10)(C); 

3) Unmatured life insurance contract accrued avails is exempt up to to $8,000, 703.140(b)(8); 

4) Unmatured life insurance policy other than credit, 703.140(b)(7).

Personal Property 
1) Motor vehicle is exempt up to $2,400, 703.140(b)(2); 

2) Animals, crops, appliances, furnishings, household goods, books, musical instruments & clothing are exempt are exempt up to $400 per item, 703.140(b)(3); 

3) Burial plot to $15,000, in lieu of homestead, 703.140(b)(1); 

4) Health aids, 703.140(b)(9); Jewelry is exempt up to $1,000, 703.140(b)(4); 

5) Personal injury recoveries to $15,000 (not to include pain & suffering; pecuniary loss), 703.140(b)(11)(D,E); 

6) Wrongful death recoveries needed for support, 703.140(b)(11)(B).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits needed for support are exempt in its entirety, 703.140(b)(10)(E).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Crime victims’ compensation, 703.140(b)(11)(A); 

2) Public assistance, 703.140(b)(10)(A); 

3) Social Security, 703.140(b)(10)(A); 

4) Unemployment compensation, 703.140(b)(10)(A); 

5) Veteran’s benefits, 703.140(b)(10)(B).

Miscellaneous  

1) The following to the extent they are used for your occupation are exempt: implements, books & tools of trade are exempt up to $1,500, 703.140(b)(6);

2) Alimony, child support needed for support, 703.140(b)(10)(D).

Wild Card  

1) $800 of any property, 703.140(b)(5); 

2) Unused portion of homestead or burial exemption, of any property, 703.140(b)(5).

Colorado State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state)
Homestead 

The homestead exemption for real property that you occupy is exempt up to $30,000. For a manufactured home or mobile home the loan must have been incurred after 1/1/83. The sale proceeds of real property are exempt 1 year after received. (Colorado Revised Statutes Sec. 38-41-201; Sec. 38-41-201.6 . 38-41-203; Sec. 38-41-207) Child or spouse of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption (Colorado Revised Statutes Sec. 38-41-204)

Personal Property 
1) wearing apparel of the debtor and each dependent to a value of $750

13-54-102(1)(a);

2) jewelry and watches and articles of adornment of the debtor and each

dependent to a value of $500 13-54-102(1)(b);

3) Books and pictures to a value of $750 13-54-102(1)(c);

4) One burial plot per family member 13-54-102(1)(d);

5) Household goods to a value of $1,500 13-54-102(1)(e);

6) Fuel and food to a value of $300; 13-54-102(1)(f)

7) Motor vehicles used for gainful employment to a value of $1,000 or

$3,000 to get medical care, if disabled or elderly (13-54-102(j)(I),(II);

8) Personal injury recoveries. Does not apply if injury related to debt. 13-54-102(1)(i)

9) Security Deposit 13-54-102(1)(r)

10) Health Aids 13-54-102(1)(p)

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, including IRAs 13-54-102(1)(s)

2) Firefighters 31-30-412, 31-30-518

3) Police officers 31-30-131, 31-30-616

4) Public employees 24-51-212

5) Teachers 22-64-12

6) Veterans 13-54-102(1)(h), 13-54-104

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Unemployment benefits 8-80-103

2) Veterans’ benefits for veteran, child or spouse of veteran 13-54-

102(1)(g)


Child Support 

Exempt if recipient does not commingle with other money and keeps in a

separate account for child. 13-54-102.5

Exemptions for Tools of Debtor’s Trade Including

1) Professional person's library, fixtures, equipment, machines, maps, stock, supplies and tools used and kept for the purpose of carrying on any lawful occupation to a value of $1,500; 13-54-102(1)(i)(k)

2) In the case of a debtor engaged, as his principal occupation, in agriculture or livestock or poultry raising, livestock and poultry to a value of $3,000 and horses, mules, wagons, machinery and tools to a value of $2,000. 13-54- 102(1)(g)

Wages of Debtor

A minimum of 75 percent of earned but unpaid wages is exempt (may be

greater for low-income debtors). 13-54-104

Connecticut State Exemption 

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Homestead 
Real property, including mobile or manufactured home, to $75,000, 52-352b(t).


Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, to extent wages exempt (only payments being received), 52-352b(m); 

2) Teachers, 10-183q.

3) Municipal employees, 7-446; 

4) Probate judges and employees, 45-29o; 

5) State employees, 5-171, 5-192w; 

Personal Property 

1) Necessary apparel, food, bedding, household appliances and furniture, 52-352b(a); 

2) Burial plot, 52-352b(c); 

3) Health aids needed, 52-352b(f); 

4) Motor vehicle to $1,500, 52-352b(j); 

5) Proceeds for damaged exempt property, 52-352b(q); 

6) Residential security and utility deposits for 1 residence, 52-352b(l); 

7) Wedding and engagement rings, 52-352b(k).

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 52-352b(d); 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 52-352b(o), 54-213; 

3) Social Security, 52-352b(g); 

4) Unemployment compensation, 31-272(c), 52-352b(g); 

5) Veterans’ benefits, 52-352b(g); 

6) Vietnam veterans’ death benefits, 27-140i; 

7) Wages from earnings incentive program, 52-352b(d); 

8) Workers’ compensation, 52-352b(g).

Tools of Occupation 

1) Arms, uniforms and musical instruments owned by a member of the armed forces, 52-52b(i); 

2) Books, tools and farm animals necessary for the debtor's occupation;, 52-352b(b).

Insurance  

1) Disability benefits paid by association for its members, 52-352b(p); 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 38a-637; 

3) Health or disability benefits, 52-352b(e); 

4) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 38a-454; 

5) Life insurance proceeds or avails, 38a-453; 

6) Unmatured life insurance policy loan value to $4,000, 52-352b(s).

Miscellaneous  

1) A minimum of 75 percent of earned but unpaid wages is exempt (may be higher for low-income debtors), 52-352b(r).

2) Alimony, to extent wages exempt, 52-352b(n);  

3) Child support, 52-352b(h); Farm partnership animals and livestock feed reasonably required to run farm where at least 50% of partners are members of same family, 52-352d; 

4) Property of business partnership, 34-63.

Delaware State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead • None, however, real property held by married couples may be exempt against 
debts owed by one spouse. See Personal Property. 



Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits. All life insurance/group and health insurance 
policies exempt; also $350/mo. in annuities. 



Miscellaneous • Business Partnership Property 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Various public employees, pensions and retirement 
systems 



Personal Property • $5,000 in any property. Clothing and jewelry; burial place; church pew; 
pianos, organs, sewing machines; school books, family Bible, family pictures & family library. 



Public Benefits • State Public Benefits and aid to the blind is Exempt. Unemployment Compensation. Worker's Compensation. 



Tools of trade • All tools/implements/fixtures necessary to carry on debtor's trade or business are exempt; $75 in New Castle and Sussex Counties; $50 in Kent County. 



Wages • 85% of earned but unpaid wages exempt 



Wild Card • $500 of any personal property, if head of family

District Of Columbia

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead • None, however, real property held by married couples may be exempt against 
debts owed by one spouse. 



Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits; disability benefits; life insurance if proceeds 
cannot be used to pay creditors; group life insurance; life insurance proceed: payable to 
other than insured; other insurance proceeds to $200 per month, maximum 2 months, for 
head of family; else $60 per month 



Miscellaneous • Business Partnership Property 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • teachers' and judges' Pensions and Retirement Benefits. 



Personal Property • Cooking utensils, stoves, furniture, furnishings, radios & sewing 
machines to $300; books to $400; clothing to $300; cooperative association holdings to 
$50; residential condominium deposit; food and fuel for 3 months 
Public Benefits • Exempt. Unemployment compensation. Workers' compensation; aid to 
blind, aged, disabled; AFDC; crime victims' compensation; general assistance. 



Tools of trade • If head of household, $200 in Tools of trade and $200 in stock/materials for debtor's business; for all others, $200 in mechanic's tools, notary seal/official documents, $300 in library/office furniture/implements of professional or artist. Motor Vehicles for head of household debtors, one horse or mule, one cart/wagon or tray and harness, or $1,500 in one motor vehicle used principally by debtor in trade/business. 



Wages • Greater of 75% of weekly wages or excess of disposable wages 
over 30 times federal minimum hourly wage. 



Wild Card • none

Florida State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 

1) Real or personal property to unlimited value as long as the property does

not exceed 1/2 acre within a municipality or 160 contiguous acres elsewhere,

or to a modular or mobile home. Spouse or child of deceased owner may

claim homestead exemption. 222.01, 222.02, 222.03, 222.05, Const. 10-4


Personal Property

1) Any personal property is exempt to a value of $1,000 and a husband and

wife may double the amount. Const. 10-4; In re Hawkins, 51 B.R. 348

(S.D. Fla. 1985)

2) Health Aids are exempt 222.25

3) Motor vehicle to $1,000 222.25


Wages

1) A head of family may exempt 100 percent up to $500 of wages and

deposited into a bank account for up to 6 months. 222.11

2) Federal government employee pension payments needed for support and

received 3 months prior. 222.21

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) County officers, employees 122.15

2) ERISA-qualified benefits 222.21(2)

3) Firefighters 175.241

4) Police Officers 185.25

5) Highway patrol officers 321.22

6) State officers, employees 1221.31

7) Teachers 238.15

Miscellaneous

1) Alimony, child support needed for support 222.201

2) Property of business partnership 620.68

3) Life insurance cash surrender value 222.14
Georgia State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead
1) The homestead exemption has a $5,000 limit of value; 

2)  Unused portion of homestead my be applied to any property, 44-13-100(a)(1).

Insurance  

1) Annuity and endowment contract benefits, 33-28-7; 

2) Disability or health benefits to $250 per month, 33-29-15; 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 33-15-20; 

4) Group insurance, 33-30-10; 

5) Industrial life insurance if policy owned by someone you depended on, needed for support, 33-26-5; 

6) Life insurance proceeds if policy owned by someone you depended on, needed for support, 44-13-100(a)(11)(C); 

7) Unmatured life insurance contract, 44-13-100(a)(8); 

8) Unmatured life insurance dividends, interest, loan value or cash value to $2,000 if beneficiary is you or someone you depend on, 44-13-100(a)(9).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 18-4-22; 

2) Employees of non-profit corporations, 44-13-100(a)(2.1)(B); 

3) Public employees, 44-13-100(a)(2.1)(A), 47-2-332; 

4) Other pensions needed for support, 18-4-22, 44-13-100(a)(2)(E), 44-13-100(a)(2.1)(C).

Personal Property 
1) Household goods and furnishings, wearing apparel, appliances, books, musical instruments, animals and crops to a value of $200 per item (total value $3,500); 44-13-100(a)(1); 

2) Health aids, 44-13-100(a)(10); 

3) Jewelry to a value of $500, 44-13-100(a)(5); 

4) Lost future earnings needed for support, 44-13-100(a)(11)(E); 

5) Motor vehicles to $1,000, 44-13-100(a)(3); 

6) Personal injury recoveries to $7,500, 44-13-100(a)(11)(C); 

7) Wrongful death recoveries needed for support, 44-13-100(a)(11)(B).

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Workers’ compensation, 39-9-84.

2) Social Security, 44-13-100(a)(2)(A); 

3) Unemployment compensation, 44-13-100(a)(2)(A);

4) Aid to blind, 49-4-58; 

5) Aid to disabled, 49-4-84; 

6) Crime victims’ compensation, 44-13-100(a)(11)(A); 

7) Local public assistance, 44-13-100(a)(2)(A); 

8) Old age assistance, 49-4-35; 

9) Veterans’ benefits, 44-13-100(a)(2)(B); 

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support needed for support, 44-13-100(a)(2)(D).
2) Professional books and tools needed for your occupation are exempt to a value of $500, 44-13-100(a)(7);

3) $400 of any property, 44-13-100(a)(6); 

4) Unused portion of homestead exemption, of any property, 44-13-100(a)(6).

5) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages for private and federal workers; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 18-4-20, 18-4-21.

Hawaii State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Head of family or over 65 years old is exempt up to $30,000; all others to $20,000; property cannot exceed 1 acre.  Sale proceeds exempt for 6 months after sale, 36-651-91, 36-651-92, 36-651-96; 

2) Tenancy by the entirety property may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, Security Pacific Bank v. Chang, 818 F. Supp. 1343 (D. Ha. 1993).

Personal Property 
1) Clothing, 36-651-121(1); 

2) Motor vehicle up to wholesale value of $1,000, 36-651-121(2); 

3) Appliances and furnishings needed, 36-651-121(1); 

4) Books, 36-651-121(1); 

5) Housing down payments for home in state project, 20-359-104; 

6) Jewelry & articles of adornment to $1,000, 36-651-121(1); 

7) Proceeds for sold or damaged are exempt; 

8) Sale proceeds are exempt up to 6 months, 36-651-121(5).

Insurance 
1) Disability benefits exempt, 24-431:10-231; 

2) Group life insurance policy or proceeds, 24-431:10-233; 

3) Life or health insurance policy for child or spouse, 24-431:10-234; 

4) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 24-431:10-D:112;

5) Annuity contract or endowment policy proceeds if beneficiary is insured’s spouse, child or parent, 24-431:10-232(b);

6) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 24-432:2-403.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits deposited over 3 years before filing bankruptcy, 36-651-124; 

2) Public officers & employee pensions are exempt, 7-88-91, 36-653-3.

3) Firefighters, 7-88-169.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Public assistance paid by Dept. Of Health Services for work done in home or workshop, 2j0-346-33; 

2) Unemployment compensation, 21-383-163; 

3) Unemployment work relief funds to $60 per month, 36-653-4; 

4) Worker’s compensation, 21-386-57.

Tools of Occupation  

1) Tools, implements, books, instruments, uniforms, furnishings, fishing boat, nets, motor vehicle & other personal property needed for livelihood, 36-651-121(3).

Miscellaneous
1) Unpaid wages are exempt for the amount due for services of past 31 days; after 31 days, 95% of 1st $100, 90% of 2nd $100, 80% of remaining amount, 86-651-121(6), 36-652-1; 

2) Property of business partnership, 23-425-125.

Idaho State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead
1) Real property or mobile home to $50,000. Your proceeds from sale of property is exempt for 6 months, 55-1003, 55-1113; 

2) For property not yet occupied, must record homestead exemption, 55-1004.

Personal Property 
1) Burial plot, 11-603(1); 

2) Crops cultivated by debtor to $1,000, 11-605(6); 

3) Health aids, 11-603(2); 

4) Jewelry to $250, 11-605(2); 

5) Personal injury recoveries needed for support, 11-604(1)(c); 

6) Appliances, furnishings, books, clothing, pets, musical instruments, 1 firearm, family portraits & sentimental heirlooms to $500 per item, $4,000 total, 11-605(1); 

7) Wrongful death recoveries needed for support, 11-604(1)(c).

Insurance  

1) Annuity contract proceeds to $350 per month, 41-1836; 

2) Death or disability benefits, 11-604(1)(a), 41-1834; 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 41-3218; 

4) Group life insurance benefits, 41-1835; 

5) Homeowners’ insurance proceeds to amount of homestead exemption, 55-1008; 

6) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 41-1930; 

7) Life insurance proceeds or avails for beneficiary other than the insured, 11-604(d), 41-1833; 

8) Medical, surgical or hospital care benefits, 11-603(5).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 55-1011; 

2) Other pensions needed for support. However, payments must not be mixed with other money, 11-604(1)(e);

3) Public employees, 59-1317; 

4) Firefighters, 72-1422; 

5) Police officers, 72-1422.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, 56-223; 

2) Federal, state & local public assistance, 1-603(4); 

3) General assistance, 56-223; 

4) Social Security, 11-603(3); 

5) Unemployment compensation, 11-603(6); 

6) Veteran’s benefits, 11-603(3); 

7) Workers’ compensation, 72-802.

Miscellaneous  

1) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages, pension payments; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 11-207.

2) Alimony, child support needed for support, 11-604(1)(b); 

3) Liquor licenses, 23-514; 

4) Property of business partnership, 53-325;

5) Implements, books & tools of your occupation to $1,000, 11-605(3).

Illinois State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Real or personal property including a farm, lot and buildings, condo, co-op or mobile home to $7,500; sale proceeds exempt 1 year from sale, 735-5/12-901, 735-5/12-906; 

2) Spouse or child of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption, 735-5/12-902; Husband and wife may double, First National Bank v. Mohr, 515 N.E. 2d 1356 (App. Ct. III. 1988).

Personal Property  

1) Bible, family pictures, schoolbooks and needed clothing, 735-5/12-1001(a); 

2) Health aids, 735-5/12-1001(e); 

3) Motor vehicle to $1,200, 735-5/12-1001(c); 

4) Personal injury recoveries to $7,500, 735-5/12-1001(g)(4); 

5) Proceeds of sold exempt property, 735-5/12-1001; 

6) Title certificate for boat over 12 feet long, 652-45/3A-7; 

Wrongful death recoveries needed for support, 735-5/12-1001(h)(2).

Insurance  

1) Health or disability benefits, 735-5/12-1001(g)(3); 

2) Life insurance policy if beneficiary is insured’s spouse or child, 735-5/12-1001(f); 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 215-5/299.1a; 

4) Homeowners proceeds if home destroyed, to $7,500, 735-5/12-907; 

5) Life insurance, annuity proceeds or cash value if beneficiary is insured’s child, parent, spouse, or other dependent, 215-5/238; 

6) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 215-5/238; 

7) Life insurance proceeds needed for support, 735-5/1001(f),(g)(3).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 735-5/12-1006; 

2) Civil service employees, 40-5/11-223; 

3) County employees, 40-5/9-228; 

4) Disabled firefighters; widows and children of firefighters, 40-5/22-230; 

5) Firefighters, 40-5/4-135, 40-5/6-213; 

6) General assembly members, 40-5/2-154; 

7) House of correction employees, 40-5/19-117; 

8) Judges, 40-5/18-161; 

9) Municipal employees, 40-5/7-217(a), 40-5/8-244; 

10) Park employees, 40-5/12-190; 

11) Police officers, 40-5/3-144.1, 40-5/5-218; 

12) Public employees, 735-5/12-1006; 

13) Public library employees, 40-5/19-218; 

14) Sanitation district employees, 40-5/13-808; 

15) State employees, 40-5/14-147; 

16) State university employees, 40-5/15-185; 

17) Teachers, 40-5/16-190, 40-5/17-151.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Workers’ compensation, 820-305/21; 

2) Social Security, 735-5/12-1001(g)(1); 

3) Aid to aged, blind, disabled, public assistance, 305-5/11-3; 

4) Unemployment compensation, 735-5/12-1001(g)(1), (3); 

5) Veterans’ benefits, 735-5/12-1001(g)(2); 

6) Workers’ occupational disease compensation, 820-310/21. 

7) Crime victims’ compensation, 735-5/12-1001(h)(1);

Tools of Occupation  

1) Implements, books and tools of trade to $750, 735-5/12-1001(d).

Wages  

1) Minimum 85% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 740-170/4.

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support needed for support, 735-5/12-1001(g)(4); 

2) Property of business partnership, 805-205/25.

3) $2,000 of any personal property, 735-5/12-1001(b); Includes wages, In re Johnson, 57 B.R. 635 (N.D. III. 1986).

Indiana State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead  

1) Real or personal property used as residence to $7,500 (homestead plus personal 

Property except health aids can’t exceed $10,000, 34-28-1(c)), 34-2-28-1(a)(1);

2) Property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts incurred by only one spouse, 34-2-28-1(a)(5).

Personal Property 

1) Health aids, 34-2-28-1(a)(4); 

2) $100 of any intangible personal property, except money owed to you, 34-2-28-1(a)(3).

3) See Miscellaneous #3 below

Insurance 

1) Group life insurance policy, 27-1-12-29; 

2) Fraternal benefits society benefits, 27-11-6-3; 

3) Life insurance policy, proceeds cash value or avails if beneficiary is insured’s spouse or dependent, 27-1-12-14; 

4) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds to be used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 27-2-5-1; 

5) Mutual life or accident proceeds, 27-8-3-23.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) Public or private retirement benefits, 34-2-28-1(a)(6); 

2) Public employees, 5-10.3-8-9;

3) Firefighters, 36-8-7-22, 36-8-8-17; 

4) Police officers (only benefits building up), 10-1-2-9, 36-8-8-17; 

5) Sheriffs (only benefits building up), 36-8-10-19; 

6) State teachers, 21-6.1-5-17.

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Workers’ compensation, 22-3-2-17.

2) Crime victims’ compensation unless seeking to discharge debt for treatment of injury incurred during the crime, 12-18-6-36; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 22-4-33-3; 

Wages  

Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 24-4.5-5-105.

Miscellaneous  

1) Property of business partnership, 23-4-1-25.

2) National guard uniforms, arms and equipment, 10-2-6-3.

3) $4,000 of any real estate or tangible personal property, 34-2-28-1(a)(2).

Iowa State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead
Real property is exempt up to 1/2 acre in a city or town and 40 acres elsewhere.  499A.18, 561.16; Homestead Declaration may be recorded 561.4

Personal Property
1) Wearing apparel to a value of $1,000 total  627.6(1); 

2) Library, bibles, portraits, pictures and paintings to a value $1,000 total 627.6(3); 

3) Household furnishings, goods and appliances to $2,000 total  627.6(5); 

4) Shotgun and rifle; various farm animals  627.6(2); 

5) Musical instruments, motor vehicle to a value of $5,000, no more than $1,000 for tax refund  627.6(9)

6) Burial Plot to 1 acre  627.6(4);

7) Wedding or engagement ring  627.6(1)

8) Health Aids  627.6(7)

Tools of Occupation

1) Farming equipment including team and wagon up to $10,000 (can’t include car) 627.6(11);

2) Non-farming equipment (can’t include car) up to $10,000  627.6(10);

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) Disabled firefighters  410.11

2) Public employees  97B.39

3) Police officers  411.13

4) Firefighters  411.13

5) Peace officers  97A.12

6) Federal Government Pension (only payments already received are exempt) 410.11

7) Other pensions if needed for support (only payments already received are exempt) 627.6(8)(e)

Public Assistance Benefits
1) AFDC  627.6(8)(a);

2) Social security 627.6(8)(a)

3) Unemployment compensation 627.6(8)(a);

4) Veterans benefits 627.6(8)(b)

Wages

1) Seventy-five percent of earned but unpaid wages and pension payments are exempt (may be higher for low-income debtors)    642.21

Miscellaneous

1) $100 of any personal property, including cash  627.6(13);

2) Property of business partnership  544.25;

3) Alimony and child support is exempt as its needed for support  627.6(8)(d)

4) Disability, accident, health, illness or life insurance proceeds are exempt up to $15,000, paid to surviving spouse, child or other dependent  627.6(6)

Kansas State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
The homestead exemption covers real property or the mobile home that you occupy or

intend to occupy to an unlimited value. However, the property cannot exceed 1 acre in

town or city, 160 acres on farm. (see 60-2301, State Constitution 15-9).


Personal Property 

1) Motor vehicle to $20,000; if designed or equipped for disabled person, no limit, 60-

2304(c).

2) personal ornaments (jewelry) to a value of $1,000; 60-2304(a);

3) Burial plot or crypt, 60-2304(d);

4) Funeral plan prepayments, 16-310(d);

5) Furnishings, supplies and equipment (including clothing, food and fuel) for one year 60-2304(a).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) State school employees, 72-5526.

2) Police officers, 12-5005(e), 13-14a10;

3) Public employees, 74-4923, 74-49,105;

4) Pensions of elected and appointed officials in cities with populations between 120,000 and 200,000 are exempt, 13-14,102;

5) ERISA-qualified benefits, 60-2308(b);

6) Federal government pension needed for support and paid within 3 months of filing for bankruptcy (only payments being received), 60-2308(a);

7) Firefighters, 12-5005(e), 14-10a10;

8) Judges, 20-2618;

9) State highway patrol officers, 74-4978g.

Public Assistance Benefits

1) General assistance, social welfare, 39-717;

2) Unemployment compensation, 44-718(c);

3) Workers’ compensation, 44-514.

Tools of Occupation:

1) $7,500 exemption may be taken for books, furniture, tools, equipment, breeding stock,

seed or plant stock necessary for a profession or business, 60-2304(e);

Miscellaneous:

1) Seventy-five percent of earned but unpaid wages are exempt (may be more for low-income debtors with bankruptcy judge authorization). 60-2310;

2) Property of business partnership, 56-325;

Kentucky State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) Real or personal property used as residence to $5,000; sale proceeds exempt, 427.060, 427.090.

Personal Property 

1) Health aids, 427.010(1); 

2) Motor vehicle to $2,500, 427.101(1); 

3) Burial plot to $5,000 in lieu of homestead, 427.060; 

4) Clothing, jewelry, articles of adornment and furnishings to $3,000 total, 427.010(1); 

5) Lost earnings payments needed for support, 427.150(2)(d); 

6) Medical expenses paid and reparation benefits received under motor vehicle reparation law, 304.39-260; 

7) Personal injury recoveries to $7,500 (not to include pain and suffering or pecuniary loss), 427.150(2)(c); 

Insurance  

1) Annuity contract proceeds to $350 per month, 304.14-330; 

2) Cooperative life or casualty insurance benefits, 427.110(1); 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 427.110(2); 

4) Group life insurance proceeds, 304.14-320; 

5) Health or disability benefits, 304.14-310; 

6) Life insurance policy if beneficiary is a married woman, 304.14-340; 

7) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 304.14-350; 

8) Life insurance proceeds or cash value if beneficiary is someone other than insured, 304.14-300.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) Firefighters, police officers, 67A.620, 95.878, 427.120, 427.125; 

2) IRAs, In re Worthington, 28 B.R. 736 (W.D. Ky. 1983); 

3) State employees, 61.690; 

4) Teachers, 161.700; 

5) Urban county government employees, 67A.350; 

6) Other pensions, 427.150(2)(e), (f).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 205.220; 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 427.150(2)(a); 

3) Unemployment compensation, 341.470; 

4) Workers’ compensation, 342.180.

Tools of Occupation  

1) Motor vehicle of mechanic, mechanical or electrical equipment servicer, minister, attorney, physician, surgeon, chiropractor, veterinarian or dentist to $2,500, 427.010(1); 

2) Library, office equipment, instruments and furnishings of minister, attorney, physician, surgeon, chiropractor, veterinarian or dentist to $1,000, 427.040; 

3) Tools of non-farmer to $300, 427.030.

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support needed for support, 427.150(1); 

2) Property of business partnership, 362.270.

3) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 427.010(2), (3).

4) $1,000 of any property, 427.160.

Louisiana State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead
1) Property you occupy to $15,000; cannot exceed 160 acres on 1 tract, or on 2 or more tracts if there’s a home on 1 tract and field, garden or pasture on others (husband and wife may not double), 20:1; 

2) Spouse or children of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption; spouse given home in divorce gets homestead.

Personal Property 
1) Arms, military accoutrements, bedding, linens and bedroom furniture, chinaware, glassware, utensils, silverware (non-sterling), clothing, family portraits, musical instruments, heating and cooling equipment, living room and dining room furniture, poultry, fowl, 1 cow, household pets, pressing irons, sewing machine, refrigerator, freezer, stove, washer and dryer, 13:3881A(4); 

2) Cemetery plot, monuments, 8:313; 

3) Engagement and wedding rings to $5,000, 13:3881A(5).

Insurance  

1) Health, accident or disability proceeds or avails, 22:646; 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 22:558; 

3) Group insurance policies or proceeds, 22:649; 

4) Life insurance proceeds or avails; if policy issued within 9 months of filing, exempt only to $35,000, 22:647.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits if contributions made over 1 year before filing for bankruptcy, 13:3881D(1), 20:33(4); 

2) Gratuitous payments to employee or heirs whenever paid, 20:33(2);

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 46:111; 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 46:1811; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 23:1693; 

4) Workers’ compensation, 23:1205.

Wages  

1) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 13:3881A(1).

Miscellaneous 

1) Property of minor child, 13:3881A(3), Civil 223; 

2) Tools of your trade including tools, instruments, books, pickup truck (maximum 3 tons) or non-luxury auto and utility trailer, needed to work, 13:3881A(2).

Maine State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) The property used as residence is exempt up to $12,500;

2) If debtor is over 60 years old or disabled, property used as residence is exempt to $60,000 (joint debtors may double the exemption amounts, 14-4422(1)

Personal Property 
1) A motor vehicle to a value of $2,500, 14-4422(2)

2) Various household furnishings and equipment, wearing apparel, books, musical instruments, crops and animals to a value of $200 per item; 14-4422(3)

3) Jewelry to a value of $750, 14-4422(4);

4) Food for six months, 14-4422(7)A

5) stoves, furnaces and certain quantities of fuel; 14-4422(6)C;

6) Materials needed to raise and harvest food through one growing season; 14-4422(7)B

7) Equipment and tools for raising and harvesting food; 14-4422(7)C

8) Wrongful death recoveries and life insurance proceeds (if necessary for support) and personal injury recoveries to a value of $7,500; 14-4422(14)B

9) Exemptions may be claimed for: professional books, tools and materials to a value of $5,000; 14-4422(5)

10)  one of every type farm implement for commercial raising and harvesting; 14-4422(8)

11)  one commercial fishing boat. 14-4422(9)

Miscellaneous 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits are exempt, 14-4422(13)E;

2) Alimony and child support needed for support, 14-4422(13)D

3) Property of business partnership,  31-305

4) Unused portion of homestead exemption (see above) up to $6,000 applied to animals, crops, musical, instruments, books, clothing, furnishings, household goods, appliances, tools of the trade and personal injury recoveries. 14-4422(15)

5) $400.00 of any property, 14-4422(15)

Insurance 

1) Group health or life policy or proceeds, 24-A-2430

2) Annuity proceeds to $450.00 a month, 24-A-2431

3) Disability or health proceeds or avails, 14-4422(13) and C24-A-2429

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Social Security, 14-4422(13)A

2) Public assistance, 22-3753

3) Worker’s Compensation, 39-67

4) Veteran’s benefits, 14-4422(13)B

5) Unemployment Compensation, 14-4422(13)A & C 

Maryland State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead • None, however, property held as tenancy by the entirety exempt against debt 
of only one spouse. Homestead may be included as all or part of debtor's $5,500 in wild card exemptions. 



Insurance • Medical benefits deducted from wages 
Disability or health benefits 
Fraternal society benefits 
Life insurance 



Miscellaneous • Partnership Property • Uniform Partnership Act provision exempting a 
partner's interest in specific partnership property applies. 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • ERISA (except IRAs) 
Deceased Baltimore police officers 
State employees 
Teachers 



Personal Property • Appliances, furnishings, household goods, books, pets & clothing to 
$500. 
Burial place 
Recovery for lost future earnings 


Public Benefits • Exempt. 
Unemployment compensation 
Workers' compensation 
AFDC 
Crime victims' compensation 
General assistance 



Tools of trade • $2,500 in clothing, books, tools, instruments and appliances necessary for 
any trade or profession, and not for sale, lease or barter. Can't include car. 



Wages • In Caroline, Kent, Queen Anne's and Worcester counties, the greater of 75% of 
disposable wages or 30 times federal minimum wage per pay period (except for state 
income tax claims); elsewhere, the greater of $145 times number of weeks in which wages 
earned or 75% of disposable wages. All withheld medical insurance payments also exempt. 


Wild Card • $5500 of any property


Massachusetts State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead

1) $100,000 for property you occupy or intend to occupy; tenancy by entirety property exempt against debt of only one spouse. $200,000 for debtors over 65 or disabled. 

2) Co-owners cannot double exemption unless elderly or disabled exemption applies.


Personal Property 

1) Bank deposits to $125

2) Books to $200 total

3) Sewing machine to $200

4) Cash for fuel, heat, water or light to $75 per month.

5) Clothing

6) Cash to $200 per month for rent

7) Co-op shares to $100

8) Furniture to $3,000

9) Motor vehicle to $700

10) Trust company, bank deposits to $500.

11) Burial places & church pew.

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Unemployment compensation 

2) aid to aged and disabled 

3) Veterans' benefits

4) Workers' compensation

5) AFDC

Insurance 

1) Fraternal benefit society benefits

2) Life or endowment policy

3) Proceeds or cash value

4) Group annuity policy or proceeds

5) Life insurance policy if beneficiary is married woman or cannot be used to pay beneficiary's creditors.

6) $400 per week in disability benefits are exempt

7) Group life insurance policy

Miscellaneous 

1) Business partnership property

2) Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Private retirement benefits

3) Public employees

4) Savings bank employees

Tools of Occupation  

1) $500 in tools, implements and fixtures.

2) $500 in stock.

3) $500 in fishing gear used in debtor's business.

Wages  

1) Earned but unpaid wages to $125 per week; payment (wage or pension) being received to $100 per week.

Michigan State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Real property including condo to $3,500; property cannot exceed 1 lot in town, village, city or 40 acres elsewhere, 559.214, 600.6023(1)(h), (I), 600.6023(3), 600.6027; 

2) Spouse or child of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption; property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, SNB Bank & Trust v. Kensey, 378 N.W. 2d 594 (Ct. App. Mich. 1985).

Personal Property
1) Appliances, utensils, books, furniture, and household goods to $1,000 total, 600.6023(1)(b); 

2) Building and loan association shares to $1,000 par value, in lieu of homestead, 600.6023(1)(g); 

3) Burial plots, cemeteries; church pew, slip, seat, 600.6023(1)(c); 

4) Clothing; family pictures, 600.6023(1)(a); 

5) 2 cows, 100 hens, 5 roosters, 10 sheep, 5 swine; hay and grain to last 6 months if you’re a head of household, 600.6023(1)(d); 

6) Food and fuel to last 6 months if you’re a head of household, 600.6023(1)(a).

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Crime victims’ compensation, 18.362; 

2) Social welfare benefits, 400.63; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 421.30; 

4) Veterans’ benefits for Korean War veterans, 35.977; 

5) Veterans’ benefits for Vietnam veterans, 35.1027; 

6) Veterans’ benefits for WWII veterans, 35.926; 

7) Workers’ compensation, 418.821.

Tools of Occupation  

1) Arms and accoutrements you’re required to keep, 600.6023(1)(a); 

2) Tools, implements, materials, stock, apparatus, team, motor vehicle, horse and harness to $1,000 total, 600.6023(1)(e).


Insurance  

1) Disability, mutual life or health benefits, 600.6023(1)(f); 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 500.8181; 

3) Life, endowment or annuity proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 500.4054.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 600.6023(1)(k); 

2) IRAs, 600.6023(1)(l); 

3) State employees, 38.40.

4) Firefighters, police officers, 38.559(6); 

5) Judges, 38.826; 

6) Legislators, 38.1057; 

7) Probate judges, 38.927; 

8) Public school employees, 38.1346; 

Miscellaneous 

1) Property of business partnership, 449.25; 

2) 60% of earned but unpaid wages for head of household; else 40%; head of household may keep at least $15 per week plus $2 per week per non-spouse dependent; other may keep at least $10 per week, 600.5311.

Minnesota State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Real property, mobile home or manufactured home to $200,000 or, if the homestead is used primarily for agricultural purposes, $500,000; cannot exceed 1/2 acre in city or 160 acres elsewhere, 510.01, 510.02, 550.37 subd. 12.

Personal Property
1) Appliances, furniture, radio, phonographs and TV to $7,200 total, 550.37 subd. 4(b); 

2) Bible, books and musical instruments, 550.37 subd. 2; 

3) Burial plot; church pew or seat, 550.37 subd. 3; 

4) Clothing (includes watch), food and utensils, 550.37 subd. 4(a); 

5) Motor vehicle to $3,200 (up to $32,000 in vehicle has been modified for disability), 550.37 subd. 12(a); 

6) Personal injury recoveries, 550.37 subd. 22; 

7) Proceeds for damaged exempt property, 550.37 subd. 9, 16; Wrongful death recoveries, 550.37 subd. 22.

Insurance 
1) Life insurance proceeds if beneficiary is spouse or child of insured to $32,000, plus $8,000 per dependent, 550.37 subd. 10; 

2) Accident or disability proceeds, 550.39; 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 64B.18; 

4) Police, fire or beneficiary association benefits, 550.37 subd. 11; 

5) Unmatured life insurance contract dividends, interest or loan value to $6,400 if insured is debtor or someone debtor depends on, 550.37 subd. 23.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits needed for support, which do not exceed $48,000 in present value, 550.37 subd. 24; 

2) State employees, 352.96; 

3) State troopers, 352B.071.

4) IRAs needed for support, which do not exceed $48,000 in present value, 550.37 subd. 24; 

5) Private retirement benefits (only benefits building up), 181B.16; 

6) Public employees, 353.15; 

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 268.17 subd. 2; 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 611A.60; 

3) Supplemental assistance, general assistance, supplemental security income, 550.37 subd. 14; 

4) Veterans’ benefits, 550.38; 

5) Workers’ compensation, 176.175.

Tools of Occupation
1) Total tools of trade (except teaching materials) can’t exceed $13,000:  Farm machines, implements, livestock, farm produce and crops of farmers to $13,000 total, 550.37 subd. 5; 

2) Teaching materials (including books, chemical apparatus) of public school teacher, 550.37 subd. 8; 

3) Tools, implements, machines, instruments, furniture, stock in trade and library to $8,000 total, 550.37 subd. 6.

Wages

1) Earned but unpaid wages, paid within 6 months of returning to work, if you receive welfare in past, 550.37 subd. 13; 

2) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages, 571.922; Wages deposited into bank accounts for 20 day after depositing, 550.37 subd. 13; 

3) Wages of released inmates paid within 6 months of release, 550.37 subd. 14.

Miscellaneous 

1) Earnings of minor child, 550.37 subd. 15; 

2) Property of business partnership, 323.34.

Mississippi State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Property you occupy unless over 60 and married or widowed, to $75,000; property cannot exceed 160 acres; sale proceeds exempt, 85-3-1(b)(i), 85-3-21, 85-3-23; 

2) May file homestead declaration, 85-3-27, 85-3-31.

Personal Property 
1) Tangible personal property of any kind to $10,000, 85-3-1(a); 

2) Personal injury judgments to $10,000, 85-3-17; 

3) Proceeds for exempt property, 85-3-1(b)(i).

Insurance 

1) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 83-29-39; 

2) Homeowner’s insurance proceeds to $75,000, 85-3-23; 

3) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 83-7-5. 

4) Disability benefits, 85-3-1(b)(ii); 

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits deposited over 1 year before filing bankruptcy, 85-3-1(b)(iii); 

2) Teachers, 25-11-201(1)(d);

3)  State employees, 25-14-5; 

4) Firefighters, 21-29-257; 

5) Highway patrol officers, 25-13-21; 

6) IRAs deposited over 1 year before filing bankruptcy, 85-3-1(b)(iii); 

7) Keoghs deposited over 1 year before filing bankruptcy, 85-3-1(b)(iii); 

8) Private retirement benefits to extent tax-deferred, 71-1-43; 

9) Police officers, 21-29-257; 

10) Public employees retirement and disability benefits, 25-11-129.

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Workers’ compensation, 71-3-43;

2) Social Security, 25-11-129; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 71-5-539; 

4) Assistance to aged, 43-9-19; 

5) Assistance to blind, 43-3-71; 

6) Assistance to disabled, 43-29-15; 

7) Crime victims’ compensation, 99-41-23;.

Miscellaneous  

1) Property of business partnership, 79-12-49. 

2) Earned but unpaid wages owed for 30 days; after 30 days, minimum 75% (bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors), 85-3-4.

Missouri State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) Real property to $8,000 or mobile home to $1,000 (joint owners may not double), 513.430(6), 513.475; 

2) Property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, In re Anderson, 12 B.R. 483 (W.D. Mo. 1981).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Employees of cities with 100,000 or more people, 71.207; 

2) ERISA-qualified benefits needed for support (only payments being received), 513.430(10)(e); 

3) Firefighters, 87.090, 87.365, 87.485; 

4) Highway and transportation employees, 104.250; 

5) Police department employees, 86.190, 86.353, 86.493, 86.780; 

6) Public officers and employees, 70.695; 

7) State employees, 105.540; 

8) Teachers, 169.090.

Personal Property 
1) Appliances, household goods, furnishings, clothing, books, crops, animals and musical instruments to $1,000 total, 513.430(1); 

2) Burial grounds to 1 acre or $100, 214.190; 

3) Health aids, 513.430(9); 

4) Jewelry to $500, 513.430(2); 

5) Motor vehicle to $1,000, 513.430(5); 

6) Personal injury causes of action, In re Mitchell, 73 B.R. 93 (E.D. Mo. 1987); 

7) Wrongful death recoveries for person your depended on, 513.430(11).

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Public assistance, 513.430(10)(a); 

2) Social Security, 513.430(10)(a); 

3) Unemployment compensation, 288.380(10)(l), 513.430(10)(c); 

4) Veterans’ benefits, 513.430(10)(b); 

5) Workers’ compensation, 287.260.

Insurance 
1) Disability or illness benefits, 513.430(10)(c); 

2) Assessment or insurance premium proceeds, 377.090; 

3) Stipulated insurance premiums, 337.330; 

4) Fraternal benefit society benefits to $5,000, bought over 6 months before filing, 513.430(8); 

5) Life insurance dividends, loan value or interest to $5,000, bought over 6 months before filing, 513.430(8); 

6) Life insurance proceeds if policy owned by a woman and insures her husband, 376.530; 

7) Life insurance proceeds if policy owned by unmarried woman and insures her father or brother, 376.550; 

8) Unmatured life insurance policy, 513.430(7).

Tools of Occupation  

1) Implements, books and tools of trade to $2,000, 513.430(4).

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support to $500 per month, 513.430(10(d); 

2) Property of business partnership, 358.250; $1,250 of any property if head of family, else $400; head of family may claim additional $250 per child, 513.430(3), 513.440;

3) A minimum of 75% of earned but unpaid wages (90% for head of family) are exempt; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 525.030.

Montana State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 

1) Real property or mobile home you occupy are exempt up to $60,000; sale, condemnation or insurance proceeds exempt 18 months, 70-32-104, 70-32-201, 70-32-216;

3) Note that you must record homestead declaration before filing for bankruptcy,70-32-105.

Personal Property 

1) Appliances, household furnishings, goods, animals with feed, crops, musical

instruments, books, firearms, sporting goods, clothing & jewelry to $600 per item, $4,500 total, 25-13-609(1);

2) Burial plot, 25-13-608(1)(g);

3) Cooperative association shares to $500 value, 35-15-404;

4) Health aids, 25-3-608(1)(a);

5) Motor vehicle to $1,200, 25-13-609(2);

6) Proceeds for damaged or lost exempt property for 6 months after received, 25-13-610.

Insurance 

1) Hail insurance benefits, 80-2-245,

2) Annuity contract proceeds to $350 per month, 33-15-514;

3) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay

beneficiary’s creditors, 33-20-120;

4) Disability or illness proceeds, avails or benefits, 25-13-608(1)(d), 33-15-513;

5) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 33-7-522;

6) Group life insurance policy or proceeds, 33-15-512;

7) Medical, surgical or hospital care benefits, 25-13-608(1)(e);

8) Unmatured life insurance contracts to $4,000, 25-13-609(4).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Teachers, 19-4-706(2);

2) Firefighters, 19-11-612(1), 19-13-1004;

3) ERISA-qualified benefits deposited over 1 year before filing bankruptcy in

excess of 15% of debtor’s yearly income, 31-2-106;

4) Game wardens, 19-8-805(2);

5) Judges, 19-5-704;

6) Public employees, 19-3-105(1);

7) Sheriffs, 19-7-705(2);

8) University system employees, 19-21-212.

Public Assistance Benefits:

1) Unemployment compensation, 31-2-106(2), 39-51-3105;

2) Social Security, 25-13-608(1)(b);

3) Aid to aged, disabled, 53-2-607;

4) Crime victims’ compensation, 53-9-129;

5) Local public assistance, 25-13-608(1)(b);

6) Subsidized adoption payments, 53-2-607;

7) Workers’ compensation, 39-71-743.

8) Veteran’s benefits, 25-13-608(1)(c);

9) Vocational rehabilitation to the blind, 53-2-607.

Miscellaneous

1) Implements, books & tools of trade to $3,000, 25-13-609(3);

2) Alimony, child support, 25-13-608(1)(f);

3) Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 25-13-614.

Nebraska State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) Cannot exceed 2 lots in city or village or 160 acres elsewhere up to $12,500; sale proceeds are exempt 6 months after sale, 40-101, 40-111, 40-113; 

2) May record homestead declaration, 40-105.

Personal Property  

1) Personal possessions, 25-1556

2) Clothing needed, 25-1556; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 48-647; 

4) Workers’ compensation, 48-149;

5) Burial plot, 12-517; 

6) Crypts, lots, tombs, niches, vaults, 12-605; 

7) Food & fuel to last 6 months, 25-1556; 

8) Furniture & kitchen utensils to $1,500, 25-1556; 

9) Perpetual care funds, 12-511; 

10) Personal injury recoveries, 25-1563.02; 

Tools of Occupation 

1) Equipment or tools used for your occupation. Also exempt are  vehicles used for commuting to principal place of business to $2,400, 25-1556; 

2) Husband & wife may double to $4,800, In re Keller, 50 B.R. 23 (D. Neb. 1985)

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) County employees, 23-2322; 

2) ERISA-qualified benefits needed for support, 25-1563.01; 

3) Military disability benefits to $2,000, 25-1559; 

4) School employees, 79-1060, 79-1552; 

5) State employees, 84-1324.

Miscellaneous 

1) Property of business partnership, 67-325.

2) $2,500 of any personal property, except wages, in lieu of homestead, 25-1552;

3) Public assistance, Aid to disabled, blind, aged, 68-1013;

4) Life insurance or annuity contract proceeds to $10,000 loan value, 44-371.

Nevada State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) Real property or mobile home to $125,000 (husband & wife may not double), 21.090(1)(m), 115.010; 

2) Must record homestead declaration before filing for bankruptcy, 115.020.

Insurance 
1) Health proceeds or avails, 687B.270; 

2) Annuity contract proceeds to $350 per month, 687B.290; 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 695A.220; 

4) Group life or health policy or proceeds, 687B.280; 

5) Life insurance policy or proceeds if annual premiums not over $1,000, 21.090(1)(k); 

6) Life insurance proceeds if you’re not the insured, 687B.260.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Public employees, 286.670.

2) ERISA-qualified benefits to $100,000, 21.090(1)(q); 

Personal Property 
1) Motor vehicle to $4,500; no limit if vehicle equipped to provide mobility for disabled person, 21.090(1)(f), (o); 

2) Appliances, household goods, furniture, home & yard equipment to $3,000, 21.090(1)(b); 

3) Books to $1,500, 21.090(1)(a); 

4) Health aids, 21.090(1)(p); 

5) Pictures, 21.090(1)(a); 

6) One gun, 21.090(1)(I);

7) Burial plot purchase money held in trust, 452.550.

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 422.291; 

2) Industrial insurance (workers’ compensation), 616.550; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 612.710; 

4) vocational rehabilitation benefits, 615.270.

Tools of Occupation
1) Arms, uniforms, and accoutrements you’re required to keep, 21.090(1)(j); 

2) Cabin or dwelling of miner or prospector; care, implements and appliances for mining and mining claim you to work $4,500 total, 21.090(1)(e); 

3) Farm trucks, stock, tools, equipment and seed to $4,500, 21.090(1)(d).

Miscellaneous
1) Property of business partnership, 87.250; 

2) Minimum of 75% of earned but unpaid wages; 21.090(1)(g).

New Hampshire State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead

The homestead exemption is real property or manufactured housing to a value of $30,000, 480:1.

Personal Property 

1) Automobile to $4,000, 511:2(XVI); 

2) Wearing apparel needed, 511:2(I); 

3) Furniture to $3,500, 511:2(III);

4) Beds, bedsteads, bedding, cooking utensils needed, 511:2(II); 

5) Bibles and books to $800, 511:2(VIII); 

6) Burial plot, lot, 511:2(XIV); 

7) Church pew, 511:2(XV); 

8) Cooking and heating stoves, refrigerator, 511:2(IV); 

9) Fuel and food to a value of $400, 511:2(VI); 

10)  Jewelry to a value of $500, 511:2(XVII); 

11)  Proceeds for lost or destroyed exempt property, 512:21(VIII); 

12)  Sewing machine, 511:2(V).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 282A:159; 

2) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, public assistance, 167:25; 

3) Workers’ compensation, 281A:52.

Tools of Occupation 

1) Tools of your occupation to $5,000, 511:2(IX); 

2) Uniforms, arms and equipment of militia member, 511:2(VII); 

3) Yoke of oxen or horse needed for farming or teaming, 511:2(XII).

Wages

1) Earned but unpaid wages are exempt under a formula based on the federal minimum wage. Amount determined by bankruptcy judge, 512:21(II); 

2) Earned but unpaid wages of spouse, 512:21(III).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Federally created pension (only benefits building up) 512:21(IV);  

2) Firefighters, 102:23; 

3) Police officers, 103:18; 

4) Public employees, 100A:26.

Miscellaneous 

1) Property of business partnership, 304A:25; 

2) Child support, 161-C-11; 

3) Jury, witness fees, 512:21(VI); 

4) Wages of minor child, 512:21(III). 

5) Firefighters’ aid insurance, 402:69; 

6) Fraternal benefit society benefits 418:24; 

7) Homeowners’ insurance proceeds to $5,000, 512:21(VIII).

Wild Card  

1) $1,000 of any property, 511:2(XVIII); 

2) Unused portion of automobile, Bibles and books, food and fuel, furniture, jewelry and tools of occupation exemptions to $7,000 in any property, 511:2(XVIII).

New Jersey State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Homestead
None

Personal Property 

1) Furniture & household goods to $1,000 2A:26-4;

2) Personal property, goods & chattels, & stock or interest in corporations to $1,000 total 2A:17-19;

3) Burial plots 8A:5-10;

4) Clothing 2A:17-19.

Insurance

1) Health or disability benefits 17:l8-12, 17B:24-8.

2) Annuity contract proceeds to $500 per month 17B:24-7;

3) Disability or death benefits for military member 38A:4-8;

4) Disability, death, medical or hospital benefits for civil defense workers App. A:9-57.6;

5) Fraternal benefit society benefits 17:44A-19;

6) Group life or health policy or proceeds 17B:24-9.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Alcohol beverage control officers 43:8A-20;

2) City boards of health employees 43:18-12;

3) Civil defense workers App. A:9-57.6;

4) County employees 43:10-57, 43:10-105;

5) ERISA-qualified benefits 43:13-9;

6) Firefighters, police officers, traffic officers 43:16-7, 43:16A-17;

7) Judges 43:6A-41;

8) Municipal employees 43:13-44;

9) Prison employees 43:7-13;

10) Public employees 43:15A-53;

11) School district employees 18A:66-116;

12) Street & water department employees 43:19-17;

13) Teachers 18A:66-51;

14) Trust containing personal property created pursuant to federal tax law unless conveyance into trust done fraudulently or debt is for child support or alimony 25:2-1.

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Crime victims' compensation 52:4B-30;

2) Old-age, permanent disability assistance 44:7-35;

3) Unemployment compensation 43:21-53;

4) Workers' compensation 34:15-29.

Miscellaneous

1) 90% of wages earned but unpaid wages are exempt if income under $7,500; if income over $7,500, judge decides amount that is exempt 2A:l7-56;

2) Wages or allowances received by military;
3) Property of business partnership 42:1-25.

	New Mexico State Exemptions:

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead • $30,000; it jointly owned can double exemption. 



Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits 
Benevolent association benefits to $5,000 
Life, accident, health or annuity benefits or proceeds 



Miscellaneous • business partnership property 
Ownership interest in unincorporated association 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Pension or retirement benefits 
Public school employees 



Personal Property • Books, health equipment & furniture; building supplies 
Jewelry to $2,500 
Oil and Gas Equipment 
$4,000 in one motor vehicle exempt 
Clothing 
Cooperative association shares 



Public Benefits Exempt • AFDC, general assistance 
Workers' compensation 
Unemployment compensation 
Crime victims' compensation 
Occupational disease disablement benefits 



Tools of trade • $1,500 is exempt. 



Wages • Exempt as to greater of 75% of wages or 40 times federal minimum wage. 



Wild Card • $500 of any personal property. 
$2,000 of any property if homestead not claimed.




New York State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) The homestead exemption is real property, a mobile home or an interest in a

condominium or cooperative apartment to a value of $10,000, 5206(a);

2) Husband and wife may double, (see In re Pearl, 723F.2d 193 (2nd Cir. 1983).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits needed for support, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(e);

2) IRAs, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(e), 5205(c);

3) Keoghs, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(e), 5205(c);

4) Public retirement benefits, Insurance 4607;

5) State employees, Retirement and Social Security 110;

.

Personal property

1) Bible; schoolbooks; books to $50; pictures; clothing; church pew or seat; stoves with

fuel to last 60 days; sewing machine; domestic animal with food to last 60 days, to

$450; food to last 60 days; furniture; refrigerator; TV; radio; wedding ring; watch to

$35; crockery, cooking utensils and tableware needed, to $5,000 total (with farm

machinery, etc.), 5205(1)-(6), Debtor and Creditor 283(1);

2) Motor vehicle, Debtor and Creditor 282(1);

3) Health aids, including animals with food, 5205(h);

4) Burial plot, without structure to ¼ acre, 5206(f);

5) Cash, the lesser of either $2,500, or an amount, that, with annuity, totals $5,000; in

lieu of homestead, Debtor and Creditor 283(2);

6) Lost earnings recoveries needed for support, Debtor and Creditor 282(3)(iv);

7) Personal injury recoveries to $7,500, Debtor and Creditor 282(3)(iii);

8) Security deposits to landlord, utility company, 5205(g);

9) Trust fund principal, 90% of income 5205(c), (d);

Public Assistance Benefits

1) Home relief, local public assistance, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(a);

2) Social Security, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(a);

3) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(c);

4) Crime victims’ compensation, Debtor and Creditor 282(3)(i);

5) Unemployment compensation, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(a);

6) Veterans’ benefits, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(b);

7) Workers’ compensation, Debtor and Creditor 282(2)(b).

Tools of Occupation

Various tools of trade, professional library, food for 60 days and furniture are exempt to a

value of $600, 5205(b).

North Carolina State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) Real or personal property, including co-op, used as residence to $10,000; up to $3,500 of unused portion of homestead may be applied to any property, 1C-1601(a)(1), (2); 

2) Property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, In re Crouch, 33 B.R. 271 (E.D. N.C. 1983).

Insurance 
1) Employee group life policy or proceeds, 58-58-165; 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 58-24-85.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) Firefighters and rescue squad workers, 58-86-90; 

2) Law enforcement officers, 143-166.30(g); 

3) Legislators, 120-4.29; 

4) Municipal, city and county employees, 128.31; 

5) Teachers and state employees, 135-9, 135-95.

Personal Property 
1) Animals, crops, musical instruments, books, clothing, appliances, household goods and furnishings to $3,500 total; may add $750 per dependent, up to $3,000 total additional, 1C-1601(a)(4); 

2) Burial plot to $10,000, in lieu of homestead, 1C-1601(a)(1); 

3) Health aids, 1C-1601(a)(7); 

4) Motor vehicle, 1C-1601(a)(3); 

5) Personal injury recoveries for person you depended on, 1C-1601(a)(8); 

6) Wrongful death recoveries for person you depended on, 1C-1601(a)(8).

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Aid to blind, 111-18; 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 15B-17; 

3) Special adult assistance, 108A-36; 

4) Unemployment compensation, 96-17; 

5) Workers’ compensation, 97-21.

Tools of Occupation 

1) Implements, books and tools of trade to $750, 1C-1601(a)(5).

Miscellaneous  

1) Property of business partnership, 59-55; 

2) $3,500 less any amount claimed for homestead or burial exemption, of any property, 1C-1601(a)(2). 

3) Earned but unpaid wages received 60 days before filing for bankruptcy, needed for support, 1-362.

North Dakota State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead • Real estate, house trailer or mobile home to $80,000. 
Sales and insurance proceeds also exempt. 



Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits. 
Life insurance$200,000 in surrender value of life insurance payable to surviving spouse, dependents & likely dependent is exempt. 



Miscellaneous • Business partnership property 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Annuities, pensions, IRAs, Keoghs, & ERISA to $100,000 per plan, total cannot exceed $200,000. 
Disabled veterans' benefits (not military retirement pay) 
Public employees 



Personal Property • Books to $100 & pictures 
Clothing; burial plots 
Church pew 
Cash to $7,500, in lieu of homestead. 
Crops raised on debtors land not to exceed 160 acres. 
Motor vehicle to $1,200 
Personal injury recoveries to $7,500 (not including pain & suffering) 
Wrongful death recoveries to $7,500 
Head of household not claiming crops may claim $5,000 of any personal property or any of the following: 
Library & tools of profession to $1,000. 
livestock & farm implements to $4,500 
Tools & stock in trade to $1,000; furniture to $1,000. 
Books & musical instruments to $1,500. 
Non-head of household not claiming crops may claim $2,500 of any personal property in addition to above. 



Public Benefits Exempt • AFDC 
Crime victims' compensation 
Social Security 
Vietnam veterans' adjustment compensation 
Unemployment compensation 
Workers' compensation 



Tools of trade • See Personal Property 



Wages • Minimum 75% of earned but unpaid wages. 



Wild Card • See Personal Property

Ohio State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Real or personal property used as residence to $5,000; tenancy by the entirety property exempt against debt of only one spouse.
Personal Property 

1) Animals, crops, books, musical instruments, clothing, appliances household goods, furnishings, sporting equipment & firearms to $200 per item to $1,500 total, $2,000 it no homestead claimed, to $400 for 1 item of jewelry; to $200 per item for all other jewelry.

2) Cash, money due within 90 days, bank & security deposits & tax refund to $400 total. Personal injury recoveries to $5,000, not pain & suffering.

3) Motor vehicle to $1,000;

4) Stove & refrigerator to $300 each.

5) Burial place

6) Prescribed health aids

7) Wrongful death recoveries


Insurance 

1) Fraternal benefit society benefits

2) Benevolent society benefits; disability benefits to $600 per month

3) Group life insurance policy or proceeds

4) Life, endowment or annuity contracts

5) Life insurance proceeds for a spouse

6) Life insurance proceeds if proceeds cannot be used to pay beneficiary's creditors.

7) Health and accident benefits

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA, IRAs, Keoghs needed for support.

2) Firefighters' and police officers' death benefits and pensions.

3) Public employees

4) State highway patrol employees

5) Volunteer firefighters' dependents

Public Assistance Benefits 

1) AFDC

2) Crime victim's compensation

3) Vocational rehabilitation benefits

4) Tuition Credit

5) Unemployment compensation

6) Workers' compensation

Tools of Occupation 

1) Up to $750 is exempt.

Wages  

1) Exempt to the extent of the greater of 30 times the current federal minimum wage or 75% of the debtor's disposable weekly earnings.


Miscellaneous 

1) Alimony and child support needed for support

2) Property of business partnership

Wild Card 

1) $400 of any property

Oklahoma State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead

Real property limited in value to $5,000 and in area to one acre in town or city and 160 acres elsewhere or, without a value limit, either 1/4 acre or a manufactured home. You need not occupy the homestead to claim it exempt as long as you don’t acquire another one.   31-1(A)(1), 31-1(A)(2),  31-2

Personal Property 

1) Wearing apparel to $4,000.  31-1(A)(8); 

2) household furniture, health aids and food to last 1 year.   31-1(A)(3,(9),(17);

3) pictures and books, gun.  31-1(A)(7),(14);

4) Burial plots. 31-1(A)(4), 8-7;

5) Motor vehicle to a value of $3,000. 31-1(A)(13);

6) Workers compensation, personal injury and wrongful death recoveries to a value of $50,000.  31-1(A)(21); 

7) Professional books, tools of trade.  31-1(A)(5,(6);

8) Husbandry implements used on homestead are exempt. 

Wages

Seventy-five percent of wages earned in last 90 days are exempt.  12-1171.1

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) County employees.  19-959;

2) Teachers.  70-17-109;

3) Public employees.  74-923;

4) Police officers.  11-50-124;

5) Firefighters.  11-49-126;

6) ERISA qualified benefits. 31-1(A)(20);

7) Disabled veterans.  31-7

Miscellaneous

1) Alimony, child support.  31-1(A)(19)

2) Property of business partnership.  54-225

Oregon State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead  

1) Real property, mobile home or houseboat you occupy or intend to occupy to $25,000 ($33,000 for joint owners); If you don’t own land mobile home is on, to $23,000 ($30,000 for joint owners); property cannot exceed 1 block in town or city or 160 acres elsewhere; sale proceeds exempt 1 year from sale, if you intend to purchase another home, (see 23.164, 23.240, 23.250).

Insurance  

1) Annuity contract benefits to $500 per month, 743.048; 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 748.207; 

3) Group life policy or proceeds not payable to insured, 743.047; 

4) Health or disability proceeds or avails, 743.050; 

5) Life insurance proceeds or cash value if you are not the insured, 743.046.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 23.170; 

2) Public officers, employees, 237.201; 

3) School district employees, 239.261.

Personal Property 

1) Bank deposits up to $7,500 are exempt 23.166; 

2) Cash for sold exempt property, 23.166; 

3) Books, pictures and musical instruments to $600 total (husband and wife may double), 23.160(1)(a); 

4) Burial plot, 65.870; 

5) Wearing apparel, jewelry and other personal items to $1,800 total (husband and wife may double), 23.160(1)(b); 

6) Domestic animals, poultry with food to last 60 days to $1,000, 23.160(1)(e); 

7) Food and fuel to last 60 days if debtor is householder, 23.160(1)(f); 

8) Furniture, household items, to $3,000 total, 23.160(1)(f); 

9) Health aids, 23.160(1)(h); 

10) Lost earnings payments for debtor or someone debtor depended on, to extent needed (husband and wife may double), 23.160(1)(j)(C); 

11) Motor vehicle to $1,700 (husband and wife may double); 23.160(1)(d); 

12) Personal injury recoveries to $10,000, not to include pain and suffering (husband and wife may double), 23.160(1)(j)(B); 

13) Pistol; rifle or shotgun if owned by person over 16, to $1,000,  23.200.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Workers’ compensation, 656.234;

2) Unemployment compensation, 657.855;

3) Aid to blind, 412.115; 

4) Aid to disabled, 412.610; 

5) Civil defense and disaster relief, 401.405; 

6) Crime victims’ compensation (husband and wife may double), 23.160(1)(j)(A), 147.325; 

7) General assistance, 411.760; 

8) Injured inmates’ benefits, 655.540; 

9) Medical assistance, 414.095; 

10) Old-age assistance, 413.130; 

11) Vocational rehabilitation, 344.580; 

Miscellaneous  

1) Tools, library, team with food to last 60 days, to $3,000 (husband and wife may double) 23.160(1)(c).

2) Alimony, child support needed for support, 23.160(1)(I); 

3) Liquor licenses, 471.301(1); 

4) Property of business partnership, 68.420.

5) Professional library and tools of trade are exempt to a value of $750;

6) $400 of any personal property, however, can’t use to increase existing exemption, 23.160(1)(k); Husband and wife may double, In re Wilson, 22 B.R. 146 (D. Or. 1982).

Pennsylvania State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Homestead:

There is no homestead exemption for in your state. However, property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, (see Keystone Savings Ass’n v. Kitstock, 633 A.2d 165 (Pa. Super. Ct. 1993).

 
Insurance 

1) No-fault automobile insurance proceeds, 42-8124(c)(9).

2) Accident or disability benefits, 42-8124(c)(7);

3) Life insurance annuity policy, cash value or proceeds if beneficiary is insured’s dependent, child or spouse, 42-8124(c)(6);

4) Fraternal benefit society benefits, Annotated Statute 40-1141-403; 42-8124(c)(1), (8);

5) Group life policy or proceeds, 42-8124(c)(5);

6) Insurance policy or annuity contract payments, where insured is the beneficiary, cash value or proceeds to $100 per month, 42-8124(c)(3);

7) Life insurance proceeds if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 42-8214(c)(4);

Personal Property 

1) Wearing apparel, 42-8124(a)(1);

2) Sewing machine, bibles, school books, 42-8124(a)(2),(3);

3) Tangible personal property at an international exhibit sponsored by U.S. government,

42-8125;

4) Uniform and accoutrements, 42-8124(a)(4).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 42-8124(a)(10), 43-863;

2) Workers’ compensation, 42-8124(c)(2).

3) Korean conflict veterans’ benefits, 51-20098;

4) Crime victims’ compensation, 71-180-7.10;

5) Veterans’ benefits, 51-20012;

Wages

One hundred percent of earned but unpaid wages is exempt. 42-8127.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Public school employees, 24-8533; State employees, 71-5953.

2) City employees, 53-13445, 53-23572, 53-39383;

3) County employees, 16-4716; Municipal employees, 53-882.115;

4) Police officers, 53-764, 53-776, 53-23666;

5) Private retirement benefits if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay

beneficiary’s creditors, to extent tax-deferred; exemption limited to $15,000 per year

deposited; no exemption for amount deposited within 1 year of filing, 42-8124(b);

Miscellaneous

1) Property of business partnership, 15-8341;

2) $300 of any property, 42-8123.

Rhode Island State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead • None 


Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits 
Spendthrift clauses in insurance and annuity contracts are enforceable. 
Accident and sickness insurance proceeds 
Temporary liability insurance 
Benefits also exempt 


Miscellaneous • Business partnership property 
Earnings of a minor child 


Pensions and Retirement Benefits • ERISA 
Public employees retirement benefits' 
IRA's 


Personal Property • All necessary clothing 
$300 in books 
$1,000 in household furniture 
One lot or right of burial 
Deceased person's body 
$50 interest in consumer cooperative association. 
Debts secured by promissory notes. 


Public Benefits Exempt • AFDC, general assistance 
Unemployment compensation 
Workers' compensation 


Tools of trade • $500 in working tools for debtor's use exempt. 
Uniforms, arms and equipment for militia members. 


Wages • Wages of spouse 
Due militia members 
$50 of unpaid wages to all other debtors 
Seaman's unpaid wages 


Wild Card • None

South Carolina State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Homestead 
Real property, including co-op, to $5,000 (joint owners may double), 15-41-30(1).

Personal Property 

1) Motor vehicle to $1,200, 15-41-30(2); 

2) Health aids, 15-41-30(9); 

3) Animals, crops, appliances, books, clothing, household goods, furnishings, musical instruments to $2,500 total, 15-41-30(3); 

4) Burial plot to $5,000, in lieu of homestead (joint owners may double), 15-41-30(1); 

5) Cash and other liquid assets to $1,000, in lieu of burial or homestead exemption, 15-41-30(5); 

6) Jewelry to $500, 15-41-30(4); 

7) Personal injury recoveries, 15-41-30(11)(B); 

8) Wrongful death recoveries, 15-41-30(11)(B).

Insurance  

1) Accident and disability benefits, 36-63040(D); 

2) Benefits accruing under life insurance policy after death of insured, where proceeds left with insurance company pursuant to agreement; benefits not exempt from action to recover necessaries if parties so agree, 38-63-50; 

3) Disability or illness benefits, 15-41-30(10)(C); 

4) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 38-37-870; 

5) Life insurance avails from policy for person you depended on to $4,000, 15-41-30(11)(C); 

6) Proceeds and cash surrender value of life insurance payable to beneficiary other than insured’s estate expressly intended to benefit spouse, children or dependents of insured unless purchased within 2 years of filing, 38-63040(A); 

7) Proceeds of group life insurance 38-63040(C); Proceeds of life insurance or annuity contract, 38-63040(B); 

8) Unmatured life insurance contract, except credit insurance policy, 15-41-30(7).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 15-41-30(10)(E); 

2) Firefighters, 9-13-230; 

3) General assembly members, 9-9-180; 

4) Judges, solicitors, 9-8-190; 

5) Police officers, 9-11-270; Public employees, 9-1-1680.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Unemployment compensation, 15-41-30(10)(A); 

2) Workers’ compensation, 42-9-360.

3) Crime victims’ compensation, 15-41-30(11)(A), 16-3-1300; 

4) General relief, aid to aged, blind, disabled, 45-5-190; 

5) Local public assistance, 15-41-30(10)(A); 

6) Social Security, 15-41-30(10)(A); 

7) Veterans’ benefits, 15-41-30(10)(B); 

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony, child support, 15-41-30(10)(D); 

2) Property of business partnership, 33-41-720. 

3) Implements, books and tools of trade to $750, 15-41-30(6).

South Dakota State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead • Real property (or mobile home larger than 240 square feet at its base and registered in state at least 6 months before filing for bankruptcy) to unlimited value, property cannot exceed 1 acre in town or 160 acres elsewhere; sale proceeds to $30,000 (unlimited if you're over the age of 70 or an unmarried widow or widower) exempt for 1 year after sale (can't exempt gold or silver mine, mill or smelter. 
Spouse or child of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption 
May file homestead declaration. 



Insurance • Fraternal benefit society benefits 
Annuity contract proceeds to $250 per month 
Endowments, life insurance policy, proceeds or cash value to $20,000 (husband and wife may not double) 
Health benefits to $20,000 
Life insurance proceeds held pursuant to agreement by insurer, if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary's creditors. 
Life insurance proceeds to $10,000 if beneficiary is a surviving spouse or child 



Miscellaneous • Property of business partnership 



Pensions and Retirement Benefits • Public employees 
City employees 



Personal Property • 1. All debtors may exempt bible, books to $200, pictures, burial plots, church pew, food and fuel to last 1 year and clothing 
Property 2. Head of family may claim $4,000 of any personal property or: 
Books and musical instruments to $200 
2 cows, 5 swine, 25 sheep with lambs under 6 months; wool, cloth or yarn of sheep; food for all to last 1 year 
Farming machinery, utensils, tackle for teams, harrow, 2 plows, sleigh, wagon to $1,250 total 
Furniture, including bedsteads and bedding to $200 
Library and tools of professional to $300 
Tools of mechanic and stock in trade to $200 
3. Non head of family may claim $2,000 of any personal property 


Public Benefits Exempt • AFDC 
Worker's Compensation 
Unemployment benefits 


Tools of trade • See Personal Property 


Wages • Earned wages owed 60 days before filing bankruptcy, needed for support of family. 
Wages of prisoners in work program 


Wild Card • See Personal Property

Tennessee State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead   

1) $5,000; $7,500 for joint owners, 26-2-301; 

2) Life estate, 26-2-302; 2-15 year lease, 26-2-303; 

3) Spouse or child of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption, 26-2-301; 

4) Property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, In re Arango, 136 B.R. 740, aff’d, 992 F.2d 611 (6th Cir. 1993).

Personal Property 
1) Health aids, 26-2-111(5); 

2) Bible, school books, pictures, portraits, clothing and storage containers, 26-2-103; 

3) Burial plot to 1 acre, 26-2-305, 46-2-102; 

4) Lost earnings payments for you or person you depended on, 26-2-111(3); 

5) Personal injury recoveries to $7,500 (not to include pain and suffering); wrongful death recoveries to $10,000 (you can’t exempt more than $15,000 total for personal injury, wrongful death and crime victims’ compensation), 26-2-111(2)(B), 26-2-111(2)(C).

Insurance  

1) Accident, health or disability benefits for resident and citizen of Tennessee, 26-2-110; 

2) Disability or illness benefits, 26-2-111(1)(C); 

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 56-25-1403; 

4) Homeowner’s insurance proceeds to $5,000, 26-2-304.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 26-2-111(1)(D); 

2) Public employees, 8-36-111; 

3) State and local government employees, 26-2-104; 

4) Teachers, 49-5-909.

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 26-2-111(1)(A); 

2) Workers’ compensation, 50-6-223

3) Aid to blind, 71-4-117; 

4) Aid to disabled, 71-4-1112; 

5) Crime victims’ compensation to $5,000 (see personal property), 26-2-111(2)(A), 29-13-111; 

6) Local public assistance, 26-2-111(1)(A); 

7) Old-age assistance, 71-2-216; 

8) Social Security, 26-2-111(1)(A); 

9) Veterans’ benefits, 26-2-111(1)(B); 

Miscellaneous  

1) Alimony owed for 30 days before filing for bankruptcy, 26-2-111(1)(E); 

2) Property of business partnership, 61-1-124.

3) Implements, books and tools of trade to $1,900, 26-2-111(4). 

4) Minimum 75% of earned by unpaid wages, plus $2.50 per week per child; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors, 26-2-105, 26-2-107.

5) $4,000 of any personal property, 26-2-102

Texas State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead 
1) Exemption is unlimited in dollar amount, however the homestead exemption is

limited in area to one acre within a town or city or to 200 acres elsewhere (100 acres if debtor is single); Sale proceeds exempt for 6 months after sale, (see Property 41.001, 41.002);

2) May file homestead declaration, Property 41.005.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified government or church benefits, including Keogh and IRAs, Property 42.0021;

2) IRAs to extent tax-deferred, Property 42.0021;

3) Judges, Government 811.005;

4) Keoghs to extent tax-deferred, Property 42.0021;

5) Municipal employees, 6243g, Government 811.005;

6) Retirement benefits to extent tax-deferred, Property 42.0021;

7) State employees, Government 811.005;

8) Teachers, Government 811.005;

9) Firefighters, 6243e(5), 6243e.1(12), 6243e.2(12);

10) County and district employees, Government 811.005.

Personal Property 

1) Wearing apparel, household furnishings, family heirlooms, sporting and athletic equipment, two firearms, pets, provisions; specified livestock and their feed; cars and light trucks not used for income production and choice of two other animals or vehicles. Books, equipment and tools of trade and implements for ranching or farming are exempt. The total value of these exemptions and certain insurance exemptions may not exceed $60,000 for a married couple ($30,000 for a single debtor). Property 42.001, 42.002;

2) Burial plots 41.001;

3) Health aids 42.001(b)(2).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 5221b-13;

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 8309-1(7)(f);

3) Medical assistance, Hum. Res. 32.036;

4) Public assistance, Hum. Res. 41.040;

5) AFDC, Hum. Res. 31.040

6) Workers’ compensation 8308-4.07.

Tools of Occupation:

Tools, equipment (includes boat and motor vehicles) and books, Property 42.002(a)(4).

Wages

1) One hundred percent of earned but unpaid wages is exempt, Property 42.001(b)(1);

2) Unpaid commissions to 75%, Property 42.001(d).

Miscellaneous

1) The property of business partnership is 100% exempt, 6132b-25.

2) Life, health, accident or annuity benefits or monies, including policy proceeds and cash values to be paid or rendered to beneficiary or insured, Insurance 21.22;

3) Life insurance present value if beneficiary is debtor or debtor’s, Property 42.002(a)(12);

4) Retired public school employees group insurance, Insurance 3.50 4(11)(a);

5) Texas employee uniform group insurance, Insurance 3.50-2(10)(a).

Utah State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) Real property or a mobile home is exempt up to a limit of  $10,000 (joint owners may double), 78-23-3

2) Before attempted sale of home, must file homestead declaration, 78-23-4.

Insurance 

1) Disability, illness, medical or hospital benefits, 78-23-5(1)(c), (d);

2) Life insurance policy cash surrender value to $1,500, 78-23-7

3) Life insurance proceeds if beneficiary is insured’s spouse or dependent, as needed for support, 78-23-6(2)

Personal Property 

1) Wearing apparel, 78-23-55(1)(g)

2) Various kitchen appliances and sewing machine, 78-23-5(1)(g)

3) Chairs sofas and related furnishings to a value of $500, 78-23-8(1)(a);

4) Food for three months; 78-23-5(1)(g)

5) Musical instruments, books and animals to a value of $500 total, 78-23-8(1)(b);

6) One heirloom or item of sentimental value to$500 78-23-8(1)(c);

7) Art works of or by debtor or family, 78-23-5(1)(h);

8) Wrongful death and personal injury recoveries 78-23-5(1)(i);

Tools of Occupation:

1) Exemptions may be claimed for a motor vehicle (used in business) to a value of $2,500, 78-23-8(3)

2) Professional books, implements and tools of trade to a value of $3,500, 78-23-5(8)(2).

Wages

At least 75% of earned but unpaid wages are exempt.  The judge may authorize a greater percentage for low-income debtors, 70-7-103

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Unemployment compensation, 35-4-18;

2) General Assistance, 55-15-32;

3) Veteran’s benefits, 78-23-5(1)(e)

4) Workers compensation, 35-1-80;

5)  Crime victim’s compensation, 63-63-21.

Miscellaneous 

1) ERISA-qualified benefits, 78-23-5(1)(j)

2) Public employees,  49-1-609

3) Other pensions needed for support, 78-23-6(3);

4) Alimony needed for support, 78-23-5(1)(k), 78-23-6(1);

5) Property of business partnership is exempt, 48-1-22

6) Child support, 78-23-5(1)(f,(k)

Vermont State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Virginia State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)

Homestead 

1) Must file homestead declaration before filing for bankruptcy, 34-6;

2) $5,000 plus $500 per dependent; may also claim rents and profits; sale proceeds exempt to $5,000 (husband and wife may double, Cheeseman v. Nachman, 656 F.2d 60 (4th Cir. 1981)); Unused portion of homestead may be applied to any personal property, (see 34-4, 34-18, 34-20;

3) May include mobile home, In re Goad, 161 B.R. 161 (W.D. Va. 1993);

4) Property held as tenancy by the entirety may be exempt against debts owed by only one spouse, In re Harris, 155 B.R. 948 (E.D. Va. 1993).

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) ERISA-qualified benefits to $17,500 per year, 34-34; Judges, 51.1-102;

2) City, town and county employees, 51.1-802;

3) State employees, 51.1-102.

Personal Property 

1) You must be a householder to exempt any personal property:

2) Wearing apparel to $1,000, 34-26(4);

3) Family pictures and heirlooms to $5,000 total, 34-26(2);

4) Health aids, 34-26(6);

5) Specified household furnishings, appliances and tools to $5,000, 34-26(4)(a);

6) Motor vehicle to $2,000, 34-26(8);

7) Personal injury causes of action and recoveries, 34-28.1

8) Pets, 34-26(5);

9) Wedding and engagement rings, 34-26(1)(a)

10) Bible, 34-26(1);

11) Burial plot, 34-269(3).

Public Assistance Benefits
1) Aid to blind, aged, disabled, general relief, 63.1-88;

2) Crime victims’ compensation unless seeking to discharge debt for treatment of injury incurred during crime, 19.2-368.12;

3) Unemployment compensation, 60.2-600;

4) Workers’ compensation, 65.2-531.

Tools of Occupation 

1) Tools, books and instruments of trade, including motor vehicles, to $10,000, needed in your occupation or education (you must be a householder), 34-26;

2) Uniforms, arms, equipment of military member, 44-96.

Wages

Seventy-five percent of earned but unpaid wages are exempt (may be higher for low-income debtors), 34-29.

Insurance

1) Accident or sickness benefits, 38.2-3549;

2) Cooperative life insurance benefits, 38.2-3811;

3) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 38.2-4118;

4) Group life or accident insurance for government officials, 51.1-510;

5) Group life insurance policy or proceeds, 38.2-3339;

6) Industrial sick benefits, 38.2-3549.

Miscellaneous

1) Property of business partnership, 50-25.

2) Unused portion of homestead, of any personal property, 34-13;

3) $2,000 of any property for disabled veterans (you must be a householder), 34.4.1.

Washington State Exemptions
(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)

Homestead

The homestead exemption limit is $30,000 and includes mobile homes  6.13.010, 6.13.030.

Personal Property 
Wearing apparel, not exceeding a value of $1,000 in jewelry and furs per person 6.15.010(1); 

Household goods, furniture, appliances home and yard equipment to a value of $2,700   6.15.010(3)(a); 

family pictures and keepsakes  6.15.010(2); 

Books to a value of $1,500  6.15.010(2)

Two motor vehicles to a value of $2,500  6.15.010(3)(c)

Fuel and food for three months  6.15.010(3)(a)

Any other personal property to a value of $1,000 (not more than $100 in cash, bank or savings and loan accounts, stocks, bonds or securities) 6.15.010(3)(b)

Many forms of public assistance benefits are exempt.

Property of Business Partnership is exempt  25.04.250

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) City employees   41.28.200

2) ERISA-qualified benefits  6.15.020

3) IRAs  6.15.020

4) Public employees  41.40.380

5) State patrol officers  43.43.310

6) Volunteer firefighters  41.24.240

Tools of Trade

To the extent used for your occupation the following is exempt in the amounts specified:

Farm equipment and supplies to a value of $5,000; 

Physician, attorney, clergy or surgeon’s library and office equipment and supplies to a value of $5,000; Other debtors, supplies and tools of trade to a value of $5,000. 

Wages

Seventy-five percent of earned but unpaid wages is exempt (may be higher for low  income debtors).

(Revised Code of Washington Annotated Sec. 6.12.050; Sec. 6.16.020; Sec. 7.33.280.)

West Virginia State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) Real property used as your residence is exempt up to $15,000.

Personal Property 
1) Clothing, appliances, books, household goods, furnishings, musical instruments, animals, crops,  to $400 per item, $8,000 total, 38-10-4(c); 

2) Motor vehicle to $2,400, 38-10-4(b);

3) Health aids, 38-10-4(i); 

4) Jewelry to $1,000, 38-10-4(d); 

5) Lost earnings payments needed for support, 38-10-4(k)(5); 

6) Personal injury recoveries to $15,000 (not to include pain and suffering), 38-10-4(k)(4);

7) Burial plot to $15,000, in lieu of homestead, 38-10-4(a);

Insurance 
1) Health or disability benefits, 38-10-4(j)(3); 

2) Group life insurance policy or proceeds, 33-6-28; 

3) Life insurance payments from policy for person you depended on and needed for support, 38-10-4(k)(3); 

4) Unmatured life insurance contract, except credit insurance policy, 38-10-4(g); 

Pensions and Retirement Benefits

1) ERISA-qualified benefits used for supporting yourself, 38-10-4(j)(5); 

2) Public employees, 5-10-46; 

3) Teachers, 18-7A-30.

Public Assistance Benefits  

1) Unemployment compensation, 38-10-4(j)(1); 

2) General assistance to aid blind, aged and disabled, , 9-5-1; 

3) Social Security, 38-10-4(j)(1); 

4) Veterans’ benefits, 38-10-4(j)(2); 

5) Workers’ compensation, 23-4-18; 

6) Crime victims’ compensation, 14-2A-24, 38-10-4(k)(1).

Wages
1) Minimum of 80% of earned but unpaid wages, Judge may authorize more,  38-5A-3.

Miscellaneous 
1) Unused portion of homestead or burial exemption, of any property, 38-10-4(e).

2) Alimony, child support needed for support, 38-10-4(j)(4); 

3) Property of business partnership, 47-8A-25; 

4) Unused portion of homestead may be applied to any property, 38-10-4(a);

5) Books and tools of trade to $1,500, 38-10-4(f);

6) $800 of any property, 38-10-4(e).

Wisconsin State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) The property you occupy or intend to occupy is exempt up to $40,000; 

2) Proceeds from sale of homestead is exempt for 2 years from time of sale if you plan to obtain another home (husband and wife may not double), 815.20.

Personal Property 
1) Motor vehicles to $1,200, 815.18(3)(i)(c); 

2) Accounts on deposits to $1,000, 815.18(3)(k); 

3) Household goods and books, furnishings, musical instruments, clothing,  jewelry, appliances, firearms, sporting goods, animals and other tangible property held for personal, family or household use to $5,000 total, 815.18(3)(d); 

4) Lost future earnings recoveries, needed for support, 815.18(3)(i)(d); 

5) Personal injury recoveries to $25,000, 815.18(3)(i)(c); 

6) Tenant’s lease or stock interest in housing co-op, to homestead amount, 182.004(6); 

7) Wages used to purchase savings bonds, 20.921(1)(e); 

8) Wrongful death recoveries, needed for support, 815.18(3)(i)(b).

Public Assistance Benefits 

1) Social services payments, 49.41; 

2) Crime victims’ compensation, 949.07; 

3) Veterans’ benefits, 45.35(8)(b); 

4) Workers’ compensation, 102.27.

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Public employees, 40.08(1).

2) Military pensions, 815.18(3)(n); 

3) Private or public retirement benefits, 815.18(3)(j); 

Insurance 
1) Federal disability insurance, 815.18(3)(ds); 

2) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 614.96; 

3) Life insurance policy or proceeds to $5,000, if beneficiary is a married woman, 766.09; 

4) Life insurance proceeds held in trust by insurer, if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 632.42; 

5) Life insurance proceeds, needed for support if beneficiary was dependent of insured,  815.18(3)(i)(a); 

6) Unmatured life insurance contract, except credit insurance contract, owned by debtor and insuring debtor, dependent of debtor or someone debtor is dependent on, 815.18(3)(f); 

7) Fire proceeds for destroyed exempt property for 2 years from receiving property is exempt, 815.18(3)(e).

Miscellaneous 

1) 75% of your earned but unpaid wages are exempt, however your bankruptcy judge may authorize more if you’re a low-income debtors, 815.18(3)(h);

2) Alimony, child support needed for support, 815.18(3)(c); 

3) Property of business partnership, 178.21;

4) Tools of your occupation is exempt including equipment, inventory, farm products, books and tools of trade to $7,500 total, 815.18(3)(b).

Wyoming State Exemptions

(Federal bankruptcy exemptions are not available in this state.)
Homestead 
1) Real property you occupy to $10,000 or house trailer you occupy to $6,000 (joint owners may double), 1-20-101, 1-20-102, 1-20-104; 

2) Spouse or child of deceased owner may claim homestead exemption, 1-20-103.

Personal Property 

1) Tools of your occupation including library to $2,000 or tools, motor vehicle, implements, team and stock in trade to $2,000, 1-20-106(b).

2) Bedding, furniture, household articles and food up to $2,000 for each  person in the home, 1-20-106(a)(iii); 

3) Bible, school books and pictures, 1-20-106(a)(i); 

4) Burial plot, 1-20-106(a)(ii), 35-8-104; 

5) Clothing and wedding rings up to $1,000, 1-20-105; 

6) Motor vehicles (not used for occupation) to $2,400, 1-20-106(a)(iv).

Public Assistance Benefits 

1) Crime victims’ compensation, 1-40-113; 

2) General assistance, 42-2-113; 

3) Unemployment compensation, 27-3-319; 

4) Workers’ compensation, 27-14-702.

Insurance 
1) Disability benefits if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 26-15-130; 

2) Annuity contract proceeds up to $350 per month, 26-15-132; 

3) Life insurance proceeds held by insurer, if clause prohibits proceeds from being used to pay beneficiary’s creditors, 26-15-133.

4) Fraternal benefit society benefits, 26-29-218; 

5) Group life or disability policy or proceeds, 26-15-131; 

Pensions and Retirement Benefits
1) Public employees, 9-3-426.

2) Firefighters, police (only payments being received), 15-5-209; 

3) Game and fish wardens, 9-3-620; 

4) Private or public retirement funds and accounts, 1-20-110; 

Miscellaneous 

1) Minimum of 75% of earned by unpaid wages, 1-15-511.

2) Wages of National Guard members, 19-2-501.

Federal Bankruptcy Exemptions


Title 11 U.S.C. Section 522 

(Married couples may double the amount of the following federal exemptions.) 


Homestead 

Real property, including co-op or mobile home, to $15,000; unused portion of homestead to $7,500 may be applied to any property 


Insurance 

1) Disability, illness or unemployment benefits 
2) Life insurance payments for person you depended on, needed for support. 
3) Life insurance policy with loan value, in accrued dividends or interest to $8,000 
4) Unmatured life insurance contract, except credit insurance policy 


Miscellaneous 

Alimony, child support needed for support 


Pensions and Retirement Benefits 

ERISA - qualified benefits needed for support 


Personal Property 

1) Animals, crops, clothing, appliances, books, furnishings, household goods, musical instruments to $400 per item, $8,000 total 
2) Health Aids 
3) Jewelry to $1,000 
4) Lost earnings payments 
5) Motor vehicle to $2,400 
6) Personal injury recoveries to $15,000 (not to include pain and suffering or pecuniary loss) 
7) Wrongful death recoveries for person you depended on 


Public Assistance Benefits 

1) Crime victims' compensation 
2) Public assistance 
3) Social Security 
4) Unemployment compensation 
5) Veterans' benefits 


Tools of Occupation

Implements, books & tools of occupation to $1,500 


Wages 

None 


Wild Card

1) $800 of any property 
2) $7,500 less any amount of homestead exemption claimed, of any property 


Federal Non-Bankruptcy Exemptions 
(The following exemptions are available in addition to your state's exemptions and cannot be claimed if you use the federal bankruptcy exemptions.)

Retirement
1) CIA employees 
2) Civil Service employees 
3) Foreign service employees 
4) Military honor roll pensions 
5) Military service employees 
6) Railroad workers 
7) Social Security 
8) Veterans' benefits 
9) Veterans' medal of honor benefits 


Survivor's Benefits 
1) Judges, U.S. court directors, judicial center directors, supreme court child justice administrators 
2) Lighthouse workers 
3) Military service 


Death and Disability Benefits 
1) Government employees 
2) Longshoremen & harbor workers 
3) War risk hazard death or injury compensation 


Miscellaneous 
1) Klamath Indians tribe benefits for Indians residing in Oregon 
2) Military deposits in savings accounts while on permanent duty outside the U.S. 
3) Military group life insurance 
4) Railroad workers' unemployment insurance 
5) Seamen's clothing 
6) Seamen's wages (while on a voyage) pursuant to written contract 
7) 75% of earned but unpaid wages; bankruptcy judge may authorize more for low-income debtors

(The state exemptions listed here are shortened versions of your state’s exemption law. It should not be considered a complete representation of your state’s exemptions. State laws change periodically. To find out if your state’s exemption law has changed, consult a professional in your area.)
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